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16 February 2026
Dear President Ursula von der Leyen,
Dear Commissioner Magnus Brunner,
Dear Ms Beate Gminder,

Dear Dr Jonas Grimheden,

Together with the board members of the NGO refugee assistance Doro Blancke,
| am writing to you as managing director with a matter of utmost urgency.

The inconceivable alleged boat crime off the Greek island of Chios, in which at
least 15 refugees — including women and children — lost their lives, others are
still missing and many are seriously injured, is one of a long series of serious
human rights violations in the Aegean Sea. Everyone who has been dealing with
the situation at Europe's external borders for years is aware of the systematic
violations of the law, particularly by units of the Hellenic Coast Guard (HCG).

The information that has come to light points to the deliberate destruction of
the refugee boat. This action violates international law, human rights, the right
to life, EU law and rules of engagement.

The mass grave in Pylos with over 600 dead is an example of the complete failure
of constitutional control. International conventions, European law and
fundamental human rights are being ignored — the Aegean Sea increasingly
appears to be a legal vacuum.

Particularly alarming in this context are the statements made by the doctors and
nursing staff who examined the recovered bodies and survivors and are caring
for them.

https://thepressproject.gr/exclusive-survivors-told-health-workers-the-coast-
guard-rammed-them-in-deadly-shipwreck/

Many other media reports suggest a massive and completely unacceptable
breach of the law.

Survivors report that the Hellenic Coast Guard did not give any signal or warning
to stop.
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The injured describe how the boat carrying the refugees was very close to the
coast, i.e. already in Greek waters, and was travelling very slowly. Suddenly, the
coast guard vessel approached them and rammed them "...passed over them..."

https://www.stonisi.gr/post/104749/katarreei-to-afhghma-toy-limenikoy-leei-
h-nea-aristera

Ina YouTube video, an employee of the hospital in Chios states that, unlike other
boat accidents, this time they were not dealing with drowned people, but with
seriously injured and mutilated bodies. The survivors required emergency
surgery, as if they had been involved in a serious traffic accident.

In the end, seriously injured children had to be flown with their families to a
hospital in Athens.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VVnz8GFs5iM

It is completely incomprehensible that, as is so often the case in such incidents,
the camera on the HCG ship was switched off.

This has also been confirmed by Greek Minister Vassilis Kikilias.

There was a similar incident on Chios in 2023, where the cameras were also
switched off. A man died as a result of his shattered rib cage.

https://www.news247.gr/magazine/reportage/ena-skismeno-fouskoto-sti-xio-
to-2023-enas-nekros-kai-monima-kleistes-kameres/

In a press release, the UNHCR also called for clear answers and a comprehensive
investigation into the incident.

"Unfortunately, this is not an isolated case. Since 2015, 3,148 people have died
or are still missing in the Aegean Sea. The organisation emphasises that such
tragedies could be avoided."

https://www.unhcr.org/de/news/aktuelle-meldungen/unhcr-tief-betroffen-
ueber-erneute-tragoedie-auf-dem-mittelmeer

Dear Sirs and Madames, if the numerous indications are confirmed, this is not an
accident, but a serious violent crime with state involvement.

We therefore demand in the strongest possible terms:
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An immediate, independent, comprehensive and sustained investigation into
the events off Chios.

The immediate suspension of all Hellenic Coast Guard personnel involved at the
time of the incident until the investigation is complete.

The initiation of criminal proceedings if misconduct or crimes on the part of the
officials are confirmed.

Full legal responsibility for all those involved, without political or institutional
protection mechanisms.

Comprehensive medical, psychological and social care for the survivors,
financed and guaranteed by the relevant state authorities.

Compensation for the victims and the families of the deceased if a breach of law
is established.

Europe can only preserve its own values, its legal order and its credibility if
human rights are fully respected at its external borders. Anything else
undermines the foundations of the European Union — on behalf of all Europeans.

We expect you to take immediate action and thank you for your urgently needed
efforts.

With emphasis and deep concern,

Dorothea Blancke

Board members:

Dlin Heidrun Primas

Mag. Birgit Hernady

Dr. (iur.) Rainer Beck

Dr Katharina Purtscher
Mag. Dr. Wolfgang Benedek

Bishop Hermann Glettler

Flichtlingshilfe - refugee assistance- Doro Blancke — Peinlichgasse 9 — 8010 Graz



